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Utah Commission on Aging

Health and Human Services Committees

January 20, 2021
RE: SB 0083 Life With Dignity Order Amendment
Dear Committee Members:

The undersigned parties represent individuals and organizations with a common interest in
addressing the implementation and access of the tools of advance care planning that allow
individuals to document, with legal effect, their wishes for end-of-life care. The needs for these
amendments have been amplified during the COVID era and the inability to execute certain
requirements out of safety and distancing precautions. Many of these concerns extend beyond
pandemic circumstances as people travel outside the state, appointed health care proxies (via an
advance directive) are not always in the same geographic area, and create the need and
expectation of performing requirements through virtual means and tele-connectivity.

SB0083 is important because it provides for practical solutions that allow individuals to
document their choices for medical care to maximize their quality of life in their final days. This
ensures Utahns and their caregivers are heard and receive the dignity they deserve throughout
the full spectrum of their lives.

We are united in respectfully requesting that you VOTE TO SUPPORT SB 0083.

For your consideration:

e A POLST (Provider Order of Life Sustaining Treatment) form requires the signature of the
patient or the designated health care proxy in person. Obtaining signatures in person is
not always possible and the ability to get permission verbally or electronically is essential
to complete the POLST form.

e Accessibility to the Life With Dignity Order known as a POLST in urgent situations can be
either in paper or electronic form for the Electronic Medical (or Health) Record (EMR).

e Having a POLST form with uniform information allows Utahns to have their wishes
honored when traveling outside of Utah.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the parties listed below,
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